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DAY 3 PROBLEM

Attached is a fax from a client seeking litigation advice. The client attaches a copy of a web page showing a chair from a website of a competitor that may infringe our new patent. Please:

1. Prepare an INFRINGEMENT claim chart to determine whether they infringe the '210 patent (use the template provided); students with last names beginning in A-L should take a "narrow construction" position of the  claim element; students with last names beginning in M-Z should take a "broad construction" position of the claim element.

2. Prepare an INVALIDITY claim chart (in same table) to determine whether the web page chair anticipates or renders obvious the claims (use the template provided); students with last names beginning in A-L should take a "narrow construction" position of the claim element; students with last names beginning in M-Z should take a "broad construction" position of the claim element.
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Acme Seating, Inc.
53 San Carlos St. San Jose, CA 95192


FACSIMILE COVER SHEET

	Date:
	May 6, 2017
	

	To:
	Patent Attorney
	

	From:
	Company President
	

	Re:
	Chair Patent
	





Message:

See attached Flyer. These guys are ripping me off. Can we stop them based on the Chair Patent? How much will it cost? I would like to get licensing royalties, but cannot afford a lawsuit right now, so be careful not to get us sued.

Please call me after you review the flyer.
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The Senator Guest Chair
[image: ]

A comfortable guest chair to match your traditional decor. Features a wrap around back and padded armrests with brass tacks to top it off. Chair can be ordered with casters for mobility or without for stationary applications. Frame is finished in mahogany and also has brass tacks at the seat edges. 15 year warranty. Dimensions: Back Size: 23"W x 12.5"H x 3.5"Thick. Seat Size: 22"W x 20"0 x 4"Thick. Normal delivery time: 7-12 business days.

TV231Regular price: $139.99Sale price: $109.99




	Claims
	Claim Construction
	Infringing Product

	1. An apparatus comprising:








	
	

	a substantially planar surface with a first
and a second surface; and









	
	

	at least three elongate members, the
members each having a first end and a
second end, the first ends connected to the
first surface of the planar surface and
oriented with respect to the planar surface
such that the elongate members are
substantially perpendicular to the planar
surface and the elongate members are
substantially parallel to each other.
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	2. An apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising a support member
connected to the second surface of the
planar surface and oriented in a direction
generally parallel to the elongate members.





	
	





	Claims
	Claim Construction
	Infringing Product

	3. An apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising exactly three elongate
members.






	
	





	Claims
	Claim Construction
	Infringing Product

	4. An apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising exactly four elongate
members.





	
	

	5. An apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the planar surface and elongate
members are wood.





	
	

	6. An apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the length of each of the elongate
members is approximately equal to the
distance between the knee and the ankle of
an adult human leg.





	
	

	7. An apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the area of the planar surface is
approximately equal to the area of the back
surface of an adult human buttock.




	
	









SAMPLE PATENT

For use by jurors viewing
An Introduction to the Patent System.
FJC videotape# 4342-V/02
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PORTABLE APPARATUS FOR
SITTING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an
apparatus for supporting a human in a
sitting position, and more particularly to an
apparatus that is portable and stable.

2. Background of Related Art

As known in the prior art, a person
walking around their environment and
from place to place can become tired and
want to rest. One way to rest is to lie on
the ground. However, in many areas the
ground is dirty and people usually want to
rest without becoming dirty. In some
areas, rocks, logs and stumps are abundant
and people have found that placing their
buttock on these rocks, logs and stumps
allows them to rest without lying on the
ground and becoming dirty. People using
this resting technique often say that they
“sit” on the rocks, logs or stumps, or are
“sitting,” and the position when their
buttock is on the rock, log or stump is
known as a sitting position. In some areas
there are very few rocks, logs and stumps
and so humans find it difficult to sit. This
can be a particular problem in areas with
homes, where the rocks, logs and stumps
are used to construct the home, and are no
longer available for sitting.

Even in areas where rocks, logs
and stumps are plentiful, they may not be
concentrated in the locations where people
want to sit, such as when they gather
together as a group around a fire and tell
stories.

What is needed is an apparatus that
people can use for sitting in all areas, such
as areas with few rocks, logs and stumps.
What is also needed is an apparatus that is
portable so people can easily carry or
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2
move the apparatus from place to place,
allowing them to sit with others in groups.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment, the invention
provides an apparatus that includes a
substantially planar surface or seat with a
first and a second surface, and at least
three elongate members or legs. The
members or legs each have a first end and
a second end. The first ends are connected
to the first surface of the planar surface
and are oriented with respect to the planar
surface such that the legs are substantially
perpendicular to the planar surface and are
substantially parallel to each other. The
length of the legs is approximately equal to
the distance between the knee and the
ankle of an adult leg. The planar surface is
approximately equal in area to the area of
the back surface of an adult buttock.

In one embodiment, the apparatus
includes three elongate members or legs.

In one embodiment, the apparatus
includes four clongate members or legs.

In one embodiment, the apparatus
includes a support member or back that is
attached to the second surface of the planar
surface or seat.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing features and other
aspects of the invention are explained in
the following description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying
figures wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment
of the invention with three elongate
members, or legs attached to a planar
surface or seat;

FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment
of the invention with four elongate
members or legs attached to a planar
surface or seat; and
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3
FIG. 3 illustrates one embodiment
of the invention with a support member or
back attached to a planar surface or seat.
It is understood that the drawings
are for illustration only and are not
limiting.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
DRAWINGS

Referring first to FIG. 1, one
embodiment of apparatus 100 of the
invention includes a planar surface or
“seat” 102. Planar surface or seat 102 is
preferably formed of wood, and in some
embodiments planar surface or seat 102 is
round, rectangular or square.

Elongate members or “legs” 104
of apparatus 100 have two ends, with one
end connected to planar surface 102. In
the embodiment that is illustrated in FIG.
1, apparatus 100 has three elongate
members 104. In the embodiment that is
illustrated in FIG. 2, apparatus 100 has

surface 102.
elongate members 104 and planar surface

In another embodiment,

102 are all formed together. In one
embodiment, when elongate members 104
and planar surface 102 are formed as
scparate pieces and then joined, the
connection between elongate members 104
and planar surface 102 is generally rigid
and semi-permanent, such as with glue. In
another embodiment elongate members
104 are generally rigid and easily
connected and removed from planar
surface 102, such as by threading.

The physical relationship between
clongate members 104 and planar surface
102 is such that elongate members 104 are
generally parallel to each other and also
perpendicular to planar surface 102. This
configuration is illustrated in FIGs. 1 and
2. Itis possible that elongate members
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104 are not generally parallel to each
other. However, when elongate members
are strongly divergent (i.e., form a wide
angle) the configuration has less strength
and may result in breakage of elongate
members 104.

As illustrated in FIGs. 1 and 2,
apparatus 100 includes at least three
elongate members. When fewer than three
elongate members were tried, it was found
that apparatus 100 was not particularly
stable and resting was therefore difficult.
With three elongate members, as
illustrated in FIG. 1, apparatus 100 is very
stable and it has been found that as long as
the length of the elongate members is
generally the same, slight differences in
length do not matter. With four clongate
members, as illustrated in FIG. 2,
apparatus 100 is even more stable,
although it has been found that a
substantially uniform length of elongate
members 104 is important. Therefore,
there are relative advantages and
disadvantages for each of the three “leg”
and four “leg” embodiments illustrated in
FIGs. 1 and 2 respectively.

Referring now to FIG. 3, another
embodiment of apparatus 100 includes a
support member 106. In this embodiment,
support member 106 is connected to the
side of planar surface 102 that is opposite
the side of planar surface 102 where
clongate members 104 are connected. It
has been found that by configuring support
member 106 so that it extends in a
generally opposite direction from the
elongate members, a person can place or
lean their back against the support member
while resting. This has been shown to
significantly enhance the resting and
sitting experience. For this reason, support
member 106 is also termed a “back”.

For ease of description herein, the
embodiment with only legs (FIGs. 1 and 2)
is called a stool, and the embodiment with
legs and a back (FIG. 3) is called a chair.

In normal sitting use, apparatus
100 is oriented as illustrated in FIGs. 1 and
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2,with e longue members below plara
surface 102, Tn this configuraton, he
ends of clongate members 104 that are
furhest from plarar surface 102 contact
he ground. This elevates plara surface
102 3hove the round, and sko postions
planar surface 102 in a generally
Horizonal or paralel crientation 1 the
sround

Tn order for apparats 100 o be
most efecive when usd for i, there:
ar cerai prefrrd sizes or dimeasions
for plansr surface 102 1nd slongate
members 104, In one crmbodiment, tse
axea of planar surface or st 102 s
cnenlly sbout the same res s he area
oF s sdlt bk, In one embodimen,
the length of clongate members 104 is
sencrlly sboutthe same s the distance
o e knee o the ankle of the ke of sn
adul. This 3 ne of the ressons fo using
e term “leg” 1o apply to clongste
membrs 104, Of course, if sppati 100
s consrucied fo use by children, tae
Jength of leg 104 may be somewhat
shorer. The same consderatons spply for
the e of plaar surface 102

Athough llustativ crboiments
have been described hesen in detal, it
should be nosed ad will b pprecited by
hose skiled in the art tht sumerous
variations may be made within the scope
of his inventon witkout depariog fom
the pincpl of tis imvnvion nd without
sacrfcog s chiel advanage.

Unless otherwise. specifically
stated, the terms and expressons have
een used berein s tems of description
and ot terms of limitton. There 1 50
ntetion 1 us e tems o expressions to
exclude any equivalents of fatues shown,
nd deseibed o porions terea and this
vention should b defined in sccodince
with the i ht fllw.

Wesin

L Anappanius comprising

‘
& substantally plasa surfsce with 3 fst
i second sce; and
u least thres clongate members,
e members cch havin 5 it end and 8
socond end, he st ends conpecied t e
st sueface of the planar surface and
orented with espect 0 the planr urface
such that the clongte members are
eubstaally perpediculr 1 the planar
face and the clongale members are
subsantally paralle 10 cach ot

2 An apparats cconding o s 1,
Turher comprising + support member
comected 1o the second surfce of the
plam surface and orerted i & disccion
Senerlly prslil o he congte members.

5 An sppraus scconing o i 1,
furher comprsing exacly hree longate
members

4 An spparsts cconting o clim 1,
i comprsing exsetly fou clongae
members.

5. Anapparatesscconting 1ol 1,
Whereo the planar sufce and clongae
members ax wod.

6 An apparausscconling (0 caim |
whersn the ength of each of the clongate
members s approximately cquil 1 he
ance between he Kace and the ankle of
n sl human .

7. An apparausacconing fo caim 1,
‘wheren the a1ca of the planas srfce s
appeonimately cqual 0 the re of he back
Sitace of s st buman btk
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