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This new 2016 edition of Maritime Law Answer Book is your updated 
guide to the special form of common law, including the special statutes 
and international agreements, that govern the maritime industry and re-
lated transactions. It covers a wide array of U.S. regulatory issues ranging 
from promotional programs, such as the Maritime Security Program, to 
environmental requirements such as the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s Vessel General Permit. These modern-day regulatory issues are dis-
cussed in addition to the more traditional subjects of maritime law, such as 
the laws applicable to merchant mariners, bills of lading, vessel mortgages 
and leasing, as well as the trading impact of foreign-flag registration.

Highlights of new coverage provided in the 2016 edition include:

• A discussion of recent court of appeals cases discussing when 
torts involving aircraft can be maritime torts has been added to 
chapter 30, “Maritime Torts.”

• An expansion of the coverage of chapter 19, “Maritime Liens,” 
to include additional court interpretations of the choice of law 
provisions in a maritime contract.

• Chapter 22, “Bankruptcy,” has been significantly expanded to 
discuss the unique risks of a maritime bankruptcy, how to protect 
a vessel from arrest when faced with competing claims, and the 
different methods often applied in valuing maritime companies.

• A recent D.C. Circuit ruling on the duty to mitigate damages in 
maritime cases is discussed in chapter 40, “Cargo and Charter 
Dispute Resolution.”



• The impact of a number of international conventions are discussed 
in this year’s edition: The “Rotterdam Rules,” passed as a 
resolution of the U.N. General Assembly in 2008, are discussed 
in chapter 26, “Bills of Lading.” An “International Code for Ships 
Operating in Polar Waters,” which will go into effect on January 
1, 2017, is described in chapter 11, “Sources of Governmental 
Regulation of Vessels.” And an expanded discussion of the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO) appears in chapter 2, 
“Finding Maritime Law.”

In addition, the 2016 edition has been updated with the many recent 
Federal Circuit and District Court rulings, as well as recent changes to 
membership under international treaties and agreements.


